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BATH CITIZENS GROUP TAKES ON MODERN DAY GOLIATH 
Grass Roots efforts gaining momentum and results

Bathgreen.org, a concerned group of Bath Township residents who are putting the community first before personal gain, launched a door to door campaign and have forwarded over 500 signatures, collected within a matter of days, to the Federal Communications Commission opposing a 
13 STORY T-MOBILE CELL TOWER

IN HAMMOND’S CORNER HISTORIC DISTRICT

1911 N. CLEVELAND-MASSILLON ROAD

BATH TOWNSHIP, SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO
Bathgreen.org, named for their website, organized teams who petitioned fellow neighbors and collected hundreds of signatures within a two week period.  The group strongly believes that a cell phone tower at this location will devalue the historic nature of their hamlet known as Hammond’s Corners.  
The hamlet, founded in 1818, is a testament to the earliest days of the Western Reserve settlement.  Its origin is directly traced to the arrival of the founding families, Jonathan Hale and Jason Hammond.  Hale Farm & Village is nearby Hammond’s Corners. It is a unique mixed use, residential and commercial area and a cell phone tower is inconsistent with the preservation of the historic scenic environment. 
The citizens group acknowledged the hard work and concern shared by Bath Township Administrator Bill Snow and the Trustees, Elaina Goodrich, Don Jenkins and Jim Nelson.  The group also recognized the efforts of Congresswoman Betty Sutton, State Representative Brian Williams and The Ohio Historic Preservation Office who contact the FCC on their behalf. 

Last week, at its April 30 meeting, Summit County Council joined Bathgreen.org in opposition to the proposed cell phone tower.  Council President Nick Kostandaras is recognized for receiving unanimous approval for the resolution opposing the T-Mobile tower.  Additional support came from The Summit County Historical Society, The Bath Historical Society and The Ohio and Erie Canalway Coalition.
In addition, Bath Trustees approved a resolution to create an Historic District Committee for the township and appointed 14 residents, some who are Bathgreen.org members, to serve on the panel for future protection of the area.  

Additional Data: Despite the fact that the proposed tower is in a commercially zoned area, many of the business owners have chosen adaptive use of existing historic buildings, preserving and enhancing the rural character and visual appeal of the hamlet.  There are over 30 historic residences and barns adjacent or nearby, 8 of which are documented Greek Revival structures.  These homes and barns are a testament to the past and a surviving link to the township heritage.
#  #  #

If you’d like more information about this topic, go to the bathgreen.org website or to schedule an interview with Nancy Diller-Shively, please call.   
